36               CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Then had you seen how knights obeyed
The call and took the cross in haste!
Of fear they seemed to know no taste.
So that round the archbishops drew
And round the abbots and bishops too
A crowd so bent on enterprise
(So help me God, with my own eyes                                      *5<>
I saw) midst heat so violent
(Greater was never felt nor sent).
That many people lost their breath
And well nigh stifled unto death.9
HENRY  DIES  WITH   HIS  VOW   UNFULFILLED
For joy of the agreement made
And of the peace and the crusade
All went the Holy Cross to take.
For no one could the cause forsake
Or spurn the great remission
Of sin.10 Yet blame must be upon                                        160
The sloth which led them to delay
Departure. Satan found a way
To bring back to the kings such strife
As could not be dispelled while life
Remained to one, but did abide
Till death rushed on him, and he died.
'Twas Henry, England's aged king,
Who had made plans for visiting
The Holy Tomb at God's command,
9 This heat in January was not due to extraordinary climatic conditions> but to the
internal heat of the multitude swept off their feet by wild enthusiasm. The Itinerarwm
(p. 141) says: "Tantus itaque factus est eadem die crucem accipientium concursus,
ut turba sese comprimens, prae intolerabili aestus fervore pcne deficeret, aestus quippe
erat." One is inclined to wonder if there was not in the original Latin a play on the
words aestus and aestas which has been lost in copying1.
10 Plenary indulgences were granted those who went on the crusades, while excom-
munication attended those who withdrew from them after having once taken the vow.
The standard exposition of the privileges of the crusaders is to be found in E. Bridrey>
La Condition juridique des croises.